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 Camping safely on the University Campus 

 

Looking after gas and other fuels  

Calor Gas / Fuel Containers  

The reason we take gas, petrol or other liquid fuel on a campsite is to burn it for cooking, 
heating or lighting so it makes sense to look after it carefully at other times to avoid 
accidental fires. 

Always follow the supplier’s instructions on storage and transportation of fuel. Containers 
should be of an approved type. Fuel containers should be transported and stored upright 
and positioned carefully, so they cannot accidentally become disconnected or fall over and 
are less likely to leak. 

When you are using any gas or liquid fuel appliances, it’s vital to have adequate ventilation. 
Don’t forget – many caravans and motorhomes will have a gas fridge working all the time. 
Poor ventilation and badly adjusted appliances can lead to a build-up of poisonous carbon 
monoxide. If you have a new caravan or motorhome you may have a carbon monoxide 
monitor fitted, but this should never be a replacement for having your appliances and gas 
installation serviced regularly. 

Carbon monoxide (CO) can kill  

Carbon monoxide (CO) is produced when a fuel such as charcoal, gas or petrol burns 
incompletely. This could be because an appliance isn’t working properly or might simply 
happen as part of its normal function. Barbecues, for example, produce carbon monoxide 
even when they are working well.  

Carbon monoxide is a colorless, odorless gas and is poisonous. In high concentrations it can 
kill swiftly. In smaller concentrations CO poisoning can give symptoms similar to flu or food 
poisoning. Look out for headaches, nausea and vomiting, dizziness, drowsiness and 
weakness - but the best advice is to avoid any chance of being poisoned in the first place. 

Safety Tips 

1. Never take a barbecue into a tent, awning, caravan or motorhome. Even a cooling 
barbecue gives off plenty of poisonous carbon monoxide (CO), which can kill. It 
should also be noted that barbecues need to be raised from the ground to prevent 
burning / damaging the grass.  

http://www.campingandcaravanningclub.co.uk/helpandadvice/gettingstarted/campingequipment/gas
http://www.campingandcaravanningclub.co.uk/helpandadvice/camping-safety/carbon-monoxide-poisoning/
http://www.campingandcaravanningclub.co.uk/helpandadvice/camping-safety/carbon-monoxide-poisoning/


2. Never use a fuel-burning appliance to heat your tent or awning. Gas and kerosene 
heaters, unless they are permanently fitted in a caravan or motorhome – should only 
be used outside. Stoves and barbecues are designed for cooking not space heating. 

3. Never run a gas, petrol or diesel-powered generator inside a caravan, motorhome, 
tent or awning. Make sure fumes from a generator don’t blow into your unit or 
anyone else’s from outside either. 

4. Don’t cook inside your tent or awning  

5. Don’t use any other gas, charcoal, liquid or solid fuel appliances inside a tent or 
awning. Gas-powered fridges and lamps, for example, also need plenty of ventilation 
to prevent them producing poisonous carbon monoxide. Tents and awnings aren’t 
generally designed with this in mind. 

6. Consider using a carbon monoxide (CO) alarm, provided it is suitable for the 
condition you intend to use it, check with the supplier/manufacturer, though it 
should never be used as an alternative to the precautions above. 

7. Always have gas appliances in your caravan or motorhome serviced regularly.  By a 
competent trained gas safe engineer. 

Spotting the danger signs of CO poisoning 

You cannot smell, taste or see carbon monoxide but it can kill quickly and without warning. 
Early stages of carbon monoxide poisoning can give symptoms similar to food poisoning or 
flu, though without a high temperature. 

 Symptoms to look out for include: Headaches; dizziness; feeling sick; tiredness and 
confusion; stomach pains or shortness of breath 

 Higher concentrations can give more severe symptoms: Symptoms of intoxication; 
vertigo, as if the environment is spinning; loss of coordination; breathlessness and 
high heart beat rate; seizures or unconsciousness leading to death 

Electricity on site  

 There are several ways to use electrical appliances in your camping 
Accommodation, from wind-up torches powered by your own hands through to 
mains-powered microwave ovens and kettles. 

 Used incorrectly electricity can be dangerous, especially in the damp environment 
you often find on a campsite. 

 Always use a purpose-built lead designed for your type of accommodation. These 
have special weatherproof plugs and sockets designed to connect to the site’s hook-
up point and your unit. If you have a caravan or motorhome, plug the lead into your 



unit first – then into the site bollard. This way you will not be carrying a live lead 
around. 

 If you would like to use mains electricity in your tent, the Caravan Club’s Data Sheet 
'Using Electricity in your Tent' gives full guidance on the subject. It’s especially 
important to keep all your electrical equipment dry. Make sure everything is kept off 
the ground and away from the tent fabric, where condensation can form. 

Power sources 

Another thing you’ll need to think about is just what equipment you can plug in. At home 
you’ll probably have plenty of sockets and it’s rare to overload them, but a campsite supply 
is likely to be limited.  Try to use electrical equipment specifically designed for campers 
unless you know your kit is low powered. Don’t try to run your heater and kettle together – 
you’re likely to overload your pitch socket causing it to cut out and you may even cut out 
other sockets on the campsite. 

Fire safety  

At most campsites – tents, caravans and motorhomes are pitched at least 6m apart to 
prevent the spread of fire. 

We recommend you have a fire bucket full of water outside your accommodation. There is a 
Fire Point provided in the camping area, where Fire extinguishers are available to assist with 
small fires. (Please keep children away from extinguishers) 

Make sure everyone in your group knows what to do if there is a fire and understands the 
campsite-specific procedures – Agree an assembly point on arrival 

As always – the best advice is to avoid fire in the first place.  

Campsite hazards  

Watch for pegs  

Most of us will trip over a guy line or tent peg at least once during a camping trip, but it’s 
worth reminding everyone to look out for them – especially when returning to a tent or 
awning in the dark. And please don’t try to push tent or awning pegs into the ground 
using your foot – too many puncture wounds are caused this way. 

Make sure everyone is aware of the dangers of cars, caravans and motorhomes moving 
around the site and keeps well clear of them. Reversing caravans and motorhomes can 
provide particular hazards since the driver’s view is likely to be limited. 



On a smaller scale, be careful extra careful when you are using portable steps to get into 
your trailer tent, caravan or motorhome. These can easily slip so it’s best to secure them to 
the ground if you can. 

 Deep Water 

There are ponds on Campus, but water can be dangerous if you don’t take proper care. 
Young children are especially vulnerable as they can drown in less than 2 inches (5cm) of 
water. Please supervise children at all times. 

The animals 

If you walk around the campus and local fields you’ll sometimes find evidence of animals 
that have been there before you. Cattle, sheep and other animal droppings should be 
avoided because they can carry infections such as E-coli, salmonella and other unpleasant 
bugs.  

Children in particular can find animal droppings fascinating, so if you do find yourself in this 
situation, encourage children to wash their hands frequently. Make sure you wash your 
hands frequently, especially before preparing food or even pouring drinks. An anti-bacterial 
hand gel is a good first line of defense against these kinds of infections, however, washing 
with soap and water is always preferable and safer. 

Advice from UK Power Networks  

Following some public safety incidences whereby members of the public have come into 
contact with or come to close to our high voltage overhead electricity wires, UK Power 
Networks is increasing the awareness of the dangers of high voltage overhead electricity 
lines. 

They have prepared a downloadable advice leaflet for campers and caravaner’s. See their 
website for details. 

Living outdoors  

Be sun smart  

A holiday on a campsite is just the same as any other holiday when it comes to sun 
exposure, protection against biting insects and the like - except you could spend longer 
outside so you may need to take extra care. 

Remember to use appropriate sun protection products and clothing. The Sun Smart website 
has some useful information to help. 

In the UK most insect bites or stings are annoying but not dangerous – unless you suffer 
from an extreme reaction or the puncture site gets infected. However, it’s always best to 
remove a tick if it attaches itself to you, your child or your pet since some ticks carry Lyme 
disease. Seek medical advice before removal. 



You may like to consider using one of the many sprays, lotions or creams on the market that 
aim to prevent insects biting you in the first place. 

Welfare facilities 

Toilets and sinks unless you have self contained facilities are provided upon request. 

First Aid 

Always have a first aid kit to deal with simple emergencies. Don’t keep it sealed up until it’s 
needed. Check what is inside and make sure you know how to use the contents. Read the 
leaflet before an emergency occurs. That way you’ll be prepared.  

The most important thing to remember is that first aid is precisely that – initial help for 
small cuts and bruises. If you are in any doubt at all about treating the person who has been 
injured or is unwell, if you think there may be something seriously wrong then get proper 
medical attention. 

There is lots of good advice on first aid on the Red Cross website. 
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