
BSPP 40th Anniversary Harper Adams MSc in Plant Pathology Studentship  

In honour of our 40th anniversary, the British Society for Plant Pathology will provide full funding for a 

student to study the MSc in Plant Pathology at Harper Adams University, starting in September 2021. 

The selected candidate will become the BSPP 40th Anniversary MSc Student. 

This award will cover all course fees – including international student fees, if applicable – as well as a 

tax-free stipend to cover living expenses. This stipend will be pegged to the current UKRI level for first 

year PhD students. At the time of writing the amount is £15,609/year (an equivalent amount will be 

allocated pro-rata if the student is part-time) 

The BSPP 40th Anniversary MSc Student will be asked to produce a monthly series of video diaries 

highlighting their experience during their MSc studies. They will be awarded free membership of the 

British Society for Plant Pathology for the next two years, and will also be invited to present a poster 

on the results of their MSc project during the BSPP Presidential Conference 

We expect significant competition for this award.  

In the first instance please apply directly to the MSc in Plant Pathology at Harper Adams University 

https://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/courses/postgraduate/201036/plant-pathology. Eligible 

candidates who apply before 30th June 2021 will automatically be entered into the competition to 

become BSPP 40th Anniversary MSc Student. The top three candidates will be selected by 

representatives of Harper Adams University and will go on to be interviewed by members of the BSPP 

Education Committee. As well as academic performance, the representatives of the BSPP will be 

particularly interested in hearing how the studentship would be of benefit in going on to a career – or 

perhaps further study – in plant pathology. 

The BSPP supports education in plant pathology in various ways. As well as this studentship, in honour 

of our 40th Anniversary as a learned society, we support post-graduate students of plant pathology 

more generally. This year we will continue to fund up to five further MSc/MRes bursaries of up to 

£4,000 (https://www.bspp.org.uk/funds/mscmres/). Applicants for the Harper Adams MSc applying 

before 30th June 2021 will automatically be considered for one of these awards if they are not selected 

as the BSPP 40th Anniversary MSc Student.  

To be considered for the BSPP studentship please provide a personal statement detailing: 

1) Your academic qualifications  

2) How the studentship would be of benefit to you 

3) Your intentions after completing an MSc Plant Pathology  

4) Contact details for one academic referee.   

Please forward to Prof Simon Edwards (sedwards@harper-adams.ac.uk) before the deadline of 30 

June 2021. 

In case of enquiries about the BSPP 40th Anniversary MSc Student, please contact Professor Simon 

Edwards at Harper Adams University (sedwards@harper-adams.ac.uk) or Dr Nik Cunniffe at the BSPP 

(education@bspp.org.uk).  
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