
Rural Estate and Land Management  
Option Choices - from January 2025  
 

MProf/MSc Rural Estate and Land Management: 

The RICS accredited REALM programmes (MProf/MSc) have been particularly designed to meet the 

requirements of individuals entering or progressing within the rural chartered surveying profession, 

and also to be of interest to related professionals.  

Both the MProf and the MSc are of equivalent level (i.e. full Master’s level 7 qualifications at 180 

credits) – the difference being that the MProf is fully taught through 12 modules, whilst the MSc 

involves fewer taught modules and a Major Research Project.  The MProf is the most popular choice. 

The MProf route is also available to study as a postgraduate Level 7 degree Apprenticeship. 

 

Both courses include 7 compulsory modules designed to ensure a sound coverage of key areas 

through: 

Research and Information Skills  

Estate Management Law   

Rural Asset Valuation 

Rural Estate Taxation 

Planning Law and Policy 

Land Tenure Systems (which includes Business and Residential Tenancies) 

Agricultural Tenancies.  
 

MProf students can then design their own study path with an additional 5 optional modules from the 

list below, depending on their areas of interest.  

MProf students on the apprenticeship route have an additional compulsory module, Building 

Construction and Appraisal, and so choose an additional 4 optional modules from the list below.  

MSc students complete an additional Advanced Research module and a research project rather than 

choosing any of the optional modules below (no options).  

Optional modules:  

Agriculture for the Land and Business Professional Forest and Woodland Management 

Biodiversity and Ecosystems Geographical Information Systems 

Building Construction and Appraisal * Rural Land Use Policy and Management 

Compensation and Utilities Sustainable Energy and Carbon Management 

Farm Business Management  
 

* Compulsory for students on the Apprenticeship route.  

 

For those without a first degree in Agriculture/ Farm Management or extensive farming experience, 

we strongly advise undertaking the Agriculture for Land and Business Professionals module, as 

agriculture is a mandatory competence for the rural route APC.  

For those studying the MProf (12 taught modules) we would advise you include the following options:  

Farm Business Management                Forest and Woodland Management 



For part time students, other than the following points, there is no particular order and no 

requirement to take core modules in the first year.  

• Research and Information Skills must be taken at the start of the programme (whether a January 

or a September entrant) 

• Agriculture for Land and Business Professionals is required to be studied before Farm Business 

Management if you do not have good agricultural knowledge.  

NOTE – in addition to the module option choices available above, students can choose one module 

from any postgraduate modules being offered at Harper Adams from other courses.    
 

This modular week block based approach enables you to design a programme that works for you, 

over 12 months if full time or 2-3 years part time or as an apprentice (the timetable for the current 

academic year is available on the website). 
 

Accreditation of Prior Learning: If you have a first degree any of the module subject areas, you may 

wish to discuss accreditation of prior learning (examples would include degrees in Farm Management, 

Planning, Law or Forestry). If you already have an MSc or similar level 7 qualification, please discuss 

this with regard to the Research and Information Skills module.  

 

Postgraduate Diploma (PgD) / Postgraduate Certificate (PgC) in Rural Property 

Management: 

The programmes are designed either, to add knowledge for those with another accredited RICS degree 

to gain rural specific knowledge or, to enable those without the required 2:1 Honours Degree to 

establish their capabilities at level 7 and ultimately progress onto the RICS accredited MProf.   

The PgD can also be a good qualification, providing a longer route to chartered surveyor status via the 

Associate RICS route for those who do not achieve 12 module passes 

Both the PgD (120 Credits) and the PgC (60 Credits) require Research and Information Skills to be 

studied first. Followed by any 7 modules (PgD) / 3 modules (PgC) from the Rural Estate and Land 

Management programme. 

 

Postgraduate Certificate (PgC) in Agricultural Law: 

This course is for those wanting some specialist agricultural law knowledge. Students will study both 

Research and Information Skills and Agricultural Tenancies, alongside any other two modules from the 

Rural Estate and Land Management Programme. 

 

The university reserves the right to limit entry to modules in the unlikely event where numbers exceed 

capacity. 

If you have any queries about any of the above, please contact the Postgraduate Coordinator 

for Rural Land and Property Management: 

Emma Pierce-Jenkins 
epierce-jenkins@harper-adams.ac.uk  

Tel. 01952815343 

mailto:epierce-jenkins@harper-adams.ac.uk

